
Referees’ Update



LOTG have been rewritten in 2017 so mainly 
cosmetic changes this year

SPA - A player “stopping a promising attack” 
in the penalty area will not be cautioned 
(YC) if there is an attempt to play the ball

Kickoff – Kicker may stand in opponent’s 
half for kick-off



Goal Kick and Defensive Free Kick -
Attacker entering penalty area cannot play 
or challenge for the ball until it has been 
touched by another player (Kick Retaken)

Temporary Dismissal (Sin Bin) are now 
permitted under the LOTG

BFQ will follow the guideline to apply a 10
min exclusion for all Dissent (YC) offences



1. Remember – If an attacking player, who 
is in an offside position, does not touch 
the ball or interfere with play and a 
second attacking player, who came from 
an onside position, then plays the ball 
there is no offside offence

2. “Interfere with play” means plays a ball 
touched or passed by a team mate so 
once a defender plays at the ball then 
usually all players are onside



1. Red Cards from inappropriate language 
reduced last year (thanks for your work)

2. Law – a player shall be sent off for using 
offensive, insulting or abusive language 
and/or gestures

3. A sensible approach is to be taken but 
inappropriate language is not to be 
ignored. “Road blocking” techniques are 
to be applied.



4. For example 
• Swearing under breath is at least a verbal 

warning (on first occasion)
• Swearing that can be heard from sideline 

is at least a Yellow Card
• Swearing at Match officials or opposition 

players is a Red Card
• The use of C**t or Cheat is totally 

unacceptable and is a send off in any 
circumstance



• Blasphemy is considered offensive within 
the BFQ competition

• As the BFQ is a ministry competition 
some consideration is appropriate if you 
can see a genuine effort being made but 
don’t allow this to be used as an excuse for 
continued poor behavior



1. A Player who is guilty of dissent by 
protesting (verbally or non-verbally) 
against a referee’s decision must be 
cautioned

2.The Captain of a team has no special 
status or privileges but has a degree 
of responsibility for the behavior of 
their team (see Law 3)



“Three is a Crowd” policy is to be 
followed in relation to player Dissent

“Ask, Tell, Remove” policy to be 
applied to Team Officials as required

Protect our Assistant Referees from 
ANY Dissent



10 min exclusion (Sin Bin) for all Dissent 
(YC) offences

All Referees are to apply this on all 
occasions involving YC for Dissent

Player will serve exclusion in the team TA



1. A Player may not tackle or challenge 
in a manner considered to be 
careless, reckless, or by using 
excessive force

2.The above means that “getting the 
ball first” is no excuse for a bad 
tackle



3. Our priority is to protect players. 
Make sure if a Tackle is Reckless a card 
is shown

Process should be to think about 
whether free kick or not and if a free 
kick is a sanction also 
required.



During the regular season our matches 
are 45 mins each half plus injury time

Many referees are not adding even 1 
minute of injury time per half 

This is unacceptable and needs to 
cease



1. Arrive at ground 30 mins prior to kickoff, 
ensure each team has their printed team 
sheet signed then inspect field

2. 10 mins prior to kickoff ensure you have 
collected all match fees and the printed 
team sheets (signed)

3. Do not accept more than $ 10 in coin from 
teams and only accept gold coin ($ 85 per 
team in 2018)



4. Referees only need to be paid for the job you do. 
You may not charge extra if you AR does not 
show up or you don’t have AR’s appointed to your 
match

The cost to each team is $ 45 per Referee and $ 20 
per AR appointed

It is acceptable to collect the full amount before 
the match in the case of your AR not arriving on 
time but you must refund any overpayment at the 
end of the match (Make sure you sort this out 
before you leave the ground)



It is not the Referee’s responsibility to act 
as Registrar of the competition. The 
Referee must  ensure all players are on the 
team sheet and that the team sheet is 
signed.

If a team has a complaint about ineligible 
players then remind them all complaints 
must be in writing and must be submitted 
correctly via their nominated club contact 
to the appropriate Registrar 



1. If a player has  a question in relation 
to a decision in the match it is the 
Referee’s decision to explain it or not

2.Do not discuss decisions with players 
at half time or while leaving the field 
of play. Only discuss after the match 
and after your AR debriefing



If a player is only complaining rather than 
asking for a clarification of your ruling 
then remind them all complaints must be 
in writing and must be submitted 
correctly via their nominated club contact

In this case terminate any further 
discussion



If you need to complain please make sure 
you have a serious complaint that shows a 
referee is wrong on point of law. 

Do not complain just because you disagree 
with a referee’s opinion as all this does is 
waste your time and mine.

We can fix errors on point of law, we can’t fix 
the fact that you don’t like an opinion.



Example of Inappropriate Complaint
(Actual Email from 2010)

On a number of occasions, our girls were being 
shoved and pushed in the back. Nothing was 
being done about it and some of our girls became 
very frustrated and asked the referee to keep an 
eye on it (including the captain) but he told them 
that he was not going to call anything unless 
we lost possession of the ball. In other words, 
girls could be smashed and shoved in the back as 
long as they kept possession and that was okay.



1. All teams are to wear matching socks 
and the same colour shorts            
(No board shorts)

2.All teams are to have legible 
numbers on each shirt and each shirt 
shall be the same

3. All Players are to have their own shirt



1. All Players are to wear Shin Pads

2. All Shin Pads shall comply with 
BFQ policy – No exceptions

3. Colour of Undergarments & 
Tape on socks is not enforced in 
BFQ



1. The 2018 Referee’s Course will be 
held during March so if you wish 
to be involved let us know

2.Assistant Referees Course will be 
held at the same time.



Any questions should be 
addressed to Jeff Luhrs -
referees@bfq.org.au


